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Your councillors are:

DAVID COXON, Chairman

Parish councillor since May 2000.

Responsible for environment. 

Member of Fireworks Committee.

Tel. 015394 41726

Email, david.coxon@lake-district.gov.uk

PETER HILL, Deputy Chairman

Parish councillor since July 2003.

Responsible for street lighting.

Member of Fireworks Committee.

Tel. 07967015566
Email, mail@pihill.com

ANNE HALL 

Parish councillor since June 1987.

District Councillor since May 2000.

Chairman of Institute & Museum Committee.

Tel. 015394 41558
Email, coniston.pc@virgin.net

ELAINE KELLY

 Parish councillor since June 2004.

Member of Institute & Museum Committee.

Responsible for Highways. 
Tel. 015394 41473
Email, coniston.pc@virgin.net

CAROLINE LANGDON

Parish councillor since February 2010

Member of the Coniston Crake Partnership.

Tel. 015394 41462
Email, coniston.pc@virgin.net

JOHN STODDART
Parish councillor since April 2001.

Responsible for gardens and toilets.

Tel. 015394 41394
Email, coniston.pc@virgin.net

LEE TARR
Parish councillor since June 2004.

Responsible for playground development.

Member of Fireworks Committee.

                           Tel. 01539449513
Email, daktarr@hotmail.com
The Chairman’s Annual Report 2009-10

It has been quite a year!  The Beech boys rowed the Atlantic; Anne Hall was Cumbria Woman of the Year; Floods in November; Snow in December; playground refurbished; and, new housing.

Your councillors work to achieve the best for this community and they do so with the considerable help of the community - of individuals and groups who offer their experience, expertise and generosity.  I don’t want to name names but thank everyone on the electoral role.  I have said before, I believe our strength is in our openness, our willingness to involve everyone and our flexibility.  I am always pleased to see so many of the public at our meetings as well as regular visits from our guest speakers and other organisations who we like to think of as true partners.  (For the year 2009-10, the total for members of the public at CPC meetings was 118, averaging 9 per meeting.)

I offer you a summary of the year:

April: The year began inauspiciously: from Alastair Cameron’s Housing Report it was clear that the housing projects for the village had run into recessional difficulties.  However, it was noted how much effort the Reverend Mark East and the Parochial Church Council were making to keep the Church Field Close sight alive.

May: At the Annual Meeting, Bill Smith was the main speaker, giving a talk that was both entertaining and informative. Bluebird’s return to Coniston Water and the village is now eagerly awaited.  Sadly, the problem of dog fouling was raised and continued to be an issue of concern throughout the year.  Local owners were identified and the hope remains that they will accept responsibility.

June: Moira Herring and Jessica Warlock, from NT Boon Crag, gave a presentational update on the work being done at Monk Coniston and Tarn Hows.  Both have now moved away from the village but remembered affectionately.  Alistair Hudson spoke about the renovation of Lawson Park, where later in the year both Eric Robson, Chairman of Cumbria Tourism, and Nicholas Serota, Director of the Tate Gallery, attended open days.  A letter of support from Tim Farron, MP, was not enough to halt or reverse the transfer of the Old Furness Road industrial units into private ownership.  At a time when Cumbria CC, SLDC and the LDNPA were promising greater local involvement in decision making, it seemed like a betrayal.  PCSO Kayleigh Largue spoke about revitalising Neighbourhood Watch: some initiatives have been introduced but, to my way of thinking, not enough.  At an Extraordinary Meeting later in the month, the Council ratified recommendations from the external auditor to simplify its financial holdings: the Amenities Fund is the sole remaining ‘investment’ that the Council has.

July: Steve Dooley, Project Manager, and Lee Bryce, Operations Manager, spoke of United Utilities intention to install enhancements to the Water Treatment Plant in Lake Road by building a small pumping station, with disc filter, on the Town Tip side.  This work is nearing completion and the Council have been invited to have a closer look.  On the broader front, Local Area Partnerships were ready to start functioning.  Simply, Coniston has joined with other High Furness parish councils to exert greater, collective pressure on the higher authorities to fulfil their duties.

First mention was made of tackling the overgrown site, below Old Furness Road, on Station Road.  This work has been done, I think successfully although, currently, the backs of the units are more visible.  Lawrence Conway wrote to say that SLDC had agreed to engage in a Public Consultation about the future sustainability of public conveniences.  Coniston Parish Council is hopeful of keeping the Bridge Conveniences open, self-managed with council tax support.

August: The Council acknowledged the ten years of excellent work done by the Coniston Christmas Lights Committee.  As with Coniston-in-Bloom, it has been difficult to find younger volunteers to carry on the good work and the ladies of CCLC are now working through their resources until all is spent.

September: A concern that had rumbled on for some time came to a head when Ian Kelly presented a petition, about the safety of children in the village, on behalf of the residents in and around Little Moss.  The Chairman thanked him and, to address the legal side of the issue, called on Pc Paul Burke who reassured those present that the police, acknowledging a duty to maintain public order, were monitoring and managing the situation.  Public order was maintained and the Council thanks the residents for behaving with restraint and decorum.

October: Lynne McKenzie spoke about Eden Housing’s policies and approaches; she indicated delays with the Church Field (finance) and Church Rooms developments (drainage); and, answered questions from the public.  Steve Evison, Resources for Change, sought comment and opinion on the proposal to create a Coniston-Foxfield Trail.  There were both positive and negative responses.  A letter from Lynne Gilbertson, SLDC Empty Homes Officer, Community & Housing, stated that Council Tax records identified 8 empty homes with Coniston addresses.  Responses from the 8 owners showed the issue was not significant in the village.

November: Early in the month a communication from Jeff Carroll, about the inability of the parish drains to cope with heavy rain, was to prove all too obvious on the 19th when the village was flooded.  An Extraordinary Meeting at the end of the month was well-attended and Steve Emmett proposed a working party to pursue these ideas by looking beyond repairs to improvements.  He suggested that such a venture would involve neighbouring parish councils and a sweep of the organizations in the area. This was eventually to become the Coniston Flood Forum with Mr Emmett as its Chairman.

December: Through the month County Councillor Claire Salisbury worked hard to keep flood-hit Coniston in the thoughts of the higher authorities.  However, communications from Dorothy Wilkinson and Marguerite Aldridge were a timely reminder of how little had been done.

January: The rain gave way to more snow than many could remember over the Christmas/New Year period.  Claire Salisbury and Dorothy Wilkinson were again at opposite ends of a debate, this time about gritting.  Mrs Wilkinson wrote: “I along with many others could probably write a book about the debacle of the gritting of roads and pavements during the arctic conditions of recent weeks.”  Mrs Salisbury said flooding had had an impact on the gritting arrangements for the December snow.  Key locations in the parish were not supplied though a large amount was deposited at the Boating Centre for local collection.  She warned that considerable damage to road surfaces will be evident in the wake of the snow.

February: Detective Constable Nicholas Slade spoke about a spate of break-ins in Coniston.  Jo Ratcliffe, Environment Agency, Mrs Ratcliffe provided the Parish Council with two documents: ‘Forming a flood group’ and ‘Flooding – minimising the risk: flood plan pack for communities and groups – practical advice to help you create a flood plan.’  Heather Shepherd, National Flood Forum, explained her organization is a charity run by people who have experienced the trauma, loss and frustration that go with flooding or have first hand experience of supporting the victims of flooding both during and after the event.  Both Mrs Ratcliffe and Mrs Shepherd have been back to the village several times to provide help and advice.  Following the resignation for personal reasons of Rosemary Hext, no request for an election was made to SLDC.  Subsequently, three members of the parish notified the clerk of their wish to fill the vacancy and councillors resolved to invite Dr Caroline Langdon to join the council.  She accepted.  The Chairman thanked the other candidates, Derek Adams and Jeff Carroll, for their interest, their significant contributions to the council and their willingness to continue with that support.

March: Two speakers from the National Trust: Simon Franks spoke about the felling and thinning work of the NT in the local area; and, Kevin Fairclough gave a general countryside update, referring to the damage done by the flooding of November 2009, and  drawing attention to a period of organizational transition that would see Coniston and Hawkshead working together under the General Managership of John Moffat.  Mr and Mrs Oxborrow presented the Council with a Statement of Strong Opposition to the possibility of a housing development at Haws Bank, and a four-page petition of 67 signatures of those who strongly objected to any residential development outside the present building line.

CPC received two laptop computers, through Jeff Carroll, from Henkel.  These are very capable computers and very ergonomic. 

Just a few other points:

In the coming months, the Council will be giving much thought to creating a Community Land Trust that offers a new option for local affordable housing:

 ● putting the community in the driving seat – community ownership of assets like affordable housing – form a local trust with local membership

 ● stronger local priority – permanent protection – ensuring affordability

 ● versatility – can also own and manage workspaces, village shops, pubs, farms, recreational areas

 ● better community engagement and involvement – therefore support (more effective dialogue between community, planners and landowners)

 ● assets locked in to provide much greater social and economic return over time

 ● funded through the receipt of rents and sale of shared ownership plus local fund raising or charitable grants

 ● housing associations available to provide expertise

 ● add to the overall supply of affordable housing

 ● encourages more sustainable communities

I was sad to see the end of CCDC and thank Barbara Hill and her colleagues for all the work they put into it.  However, I am pleased Mrs Toni Whirity will continue to produce the weekly email circular much used by the Council to send out information to the community.

We have a very good Highway Steward but we have to share him with other parishes.  An agreement was reached that all dealings with the Highway Steward should be through Councillor Elaine Kelly.  Other councillors therefore contact Elaine or bring issues to a council meeting.  So, it doesn’t help if members of the public take it upon themselves to make their own approaches.  Recently, when the HS was working on Dow How, he was abused by a member of the public who wasn’t satisfied with what was being done.  Ironically, on this occasion the HS was there above and beyond the call of duty but at any time he shouldn’t be subjected to such and he was quite right to pack up and go elsewhere.  

And what of the coming year? Work has started on the Church Field Close site and there should be new homes for 11 lucky families; Keith Masser, Highways Engineer, will attend the May CPC Meeting and Judith Derbyshire, Cumbria Rural Housing Trust, the June one to start the process of producing a new Parish Plan and Housing survey; and, the deputy-mayor will be 50 in May!

In the year ahead, I hope that the parish council will continue to have the support and co-operation of villagers to cope successfully with the challenges, both external and internal, to achieve the best for Coniston. Finally, I thank the councillors for the time and hard work they put into making Coniston such a respected parish council.

◊ ◊ ◊

CPC meets on the third Monday of each month at 7pm in the Library.  Public and press welcome.

Meetings for the coming Year:





17 May






21 June





19 July        





16 August







20 September     





18 October







15 November  





20 December 






17 January       





21 February 






21 March    





18 April






16 May

◊ ◊ ◊

Full Minutes available

in the Library and on CPC’s website.

◊ ◊ ◊

SURGERIES

The parish council will hold  6 (six) drop-in sessions per year for you to talk to councillors about issues that concern you.  Dates for 2010 – 11 will be published in the Newsletter.

◊ ◊ ◊

Accounts 2009-10

Budget for 2009-10

Insurance



  £1,150.00

Street Lighting


  £1,600.00

Clerk’s salary and expenses
  £3,600.00

Maintenance


  £1,900.00

Fees and subscriptions

  £   800.00

Grants to local organisations
  £2,050.00


Elections  



  £  600,00

Public Conveniences

  £2,900.00
Precept from SLDC


£14,600.00

Receipts 2009-10

Brought forward from 2008-09
£670.98

SLDC Precept



£14,600.00

Accounts Interest & Transfers
£53,431.35

Christmas Lights Income

£1,537.50

Fireworks Income


£1,070.00

Grants and refunds


£14,160.92






£85,470.75
Payments 2009-10
Parks and open spaces


£46,666.05

General Administration


£9,140.42

Miscellaneous



£19,553.00

Public Lighting



£1,978.77

Highways




£0

S.137





£0

VAT





£7,430.26







£84,768.50
Balance to carry forward

£702.25
◊ ◊ ◊

Budget for 2010-11

It was resolved at the Meeting of in November to submit a Precept of £14,600 for the year 2010-11: Clerk £3,600; Conveniences £2,900; Fees & Subscriptions £700; Local Grants £2,500; Insurance £1,200; Lighting £1,500; Maintenance £1,100; Litter bins £500; Printing & distribution £300; Room hire £300. 

◊ ◊ ◊

The Amenities Fund of Coniston Parish Council has a balance at 16.03.10. of
 £20,629.63

◊ ◊ ◊

Playground Restoration Fund 2009-10

Receipts:   TOTAL


£59,820.90

Payments: TOTAL


£49,425.88

BALANCE 31/03/10:

£10,395.02

◊ ◊ ◊

For donations received this year, CPC thanks:

Skelwith PC

Mrs C H Mason

Mrs J Fleming

Coniston 14

L Tarr

HDH Wills 1965 Charitable Trust

Cumbria CC

Furness Building Society

NS&I

SLDC

Frieda Scott Charitable Trust

The Yewdale Hotel 

Henkel Ltd

◊ ◊ ◊

Planning Applications 2010
7/2009/5039
Old Hawkshead Road

7/2009/5070
9, Collingwood Close

7/2009/5147
Monk Coniston Hall

7/2009/5152
Hills Garage 

7/2009/5157
2 Newfield

7/2009/5179
Coniston Lodge Hotel

7/2009/5224
Highfield, Haws Bank

7/2009/5225
Sun Hotel, Coniston

7/2009/5230
Beck Side Cottage, Haws Bank

7/2009/5316
Lane Head 

7/2009/5390 
Coniston Boating Centre

7/2009/5405 
5, Forest Cottage, Townson Ground

7/2009/5427
Coniston Lodge Hotel

7/2009/5488 
Bungalow ‘B’, Rear of Kirkdale House

7/2009/5436
Boon Crag Farm

7/2009/5507
The Counting House, Monk Coniston

7/2009/5508
The Counting House, Monk Coniston

7/2009/5509
The Counting House, Monk Coniston

7/2009/5518
9 Collingwood Close

7/2009/5639 
16 Beck Yeat

7/2009/5699
Days Bank

7/2009/5732
Hill Garth, Station Road 

7/2009/5719
The Barn, Bowmanstead 

7/2009/5747
Co-op, 3 Yewdale Road 

7/2009/5683
Thurston OEC 

7/2009/5733
11 Collingwood Close 

7/2009/5749
The Blue Bird Cafe

◊ ◊ ◊

Useful telephone numbers:

Coniston Parish Council                         015394 41991

South Lakeland District Council              01539 733333

Cumbria County Council                        01228 673000

Highways (for help with road issues)
0845 6096609

United Utilities (for help with water leaks) 0800 330033
PCSO Kayleigh Largue (local police)        0845 3300247
Lake District National Park Authority       01539 724555
The National Trust (Boon Crag)
 015394 41197

◊ ◊ ◊

Websites:                                                          
Coniston Community: www.coniston-net.com       Coniston Parish Council: www.conistonparish.co.uk           Crake Valley: www.crake.org  

The Coniston Forum: www.coniston.info/forum/

◊ ◊ ◊

E-mails:

Coniston Parish Council: coniston.pc@virgin.net

Weekly Circular:Toni Whirity 

                                  (cdc@coniston.cumbria.sch.uk)

◊ ◊ ◊

Thanks to the Rev’d Mark East and the Newsletter team for  the production of 650 copies of this report 

and for the distribution of those copies to every home in the village and surrounding areas.                  
◊ ◊ ◊

The Parish Newsletter is produced by the churches of 

St Andrew Coniston & St Luke Torver.

For further information contact the Rev’d Mark East

41262 The Vicarage Coniston

◊ ◊ ◊

