Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Coniston Parish Council held in the Library 

on Monday 20th September 2010.

Present:
Councillors



David Coxon (Chair)
(DC)

Anne Hall

(AH)


John Stoddart

(JS)

Lee Tarr

(LT)



Clerk – Janette Carroll (JC)

Also:

 PCSO Kayleigh Largue



Co Cllr Claire Salisbury 



Alastair Cameron



8 members of the public

	Agenda Item
	
	Action By

	1
	Public Welcoming and Receipt of Matters for Debate

Chairman welcomed the public.  
	

	2
	Apologies

Caroline Langdon (holiday), Peter Hill (work commitments).
	

	3
	Declarations of interest of members’ personal and prejudicial interests in respect of Agenda items

DC (matters relating to LDNPA), AH (matters relating to planning) and all councillors as Trustees of the Coniston Institute and Ruskin Museum.
	

	4
	Approval of minutes of meetings of 16th August 2010 

Approved and signed by the Chair.
	

	5
	Matters Arising 

· Clerk 

RESOLVED: DC to review draft Contract of Employment and Council agreed to JC attending relevant courses.

· Quality Parish Status

RESOLVED: JC to investigate what stage the Council is at.

· Verges

RESOLVED: LT to contact Highway Steward about strimming the verges.

· Toilets

AH explained that South Lakeland District Council had earmarked the Bridge Toilets for disposal by sale.  SLDC have received a letter of interest in relation to the toilets.  A vote of the public was taken on whether the Parish Council should also express an interest in the toilets either on a lease or purchase basis.  It was unanimous that the Parish Council should work towards keeping the toilets.  AH has been in contact with Kendal College with a view to refurbishing the toilets.  

RESOLVED: JC to write to Lawrence Conway, Dave Pogson and Clare Feeney-Johnson to express Parish Council’s interest and the value of toilets to the community


	DC

JC

LT

JC

	6
	Matters Arising Since That Meeting

· DC reported rats had been seen at the recycling points.

· JS reported the street lamp at Dow How has been repaired

· LT reported the street sign for Shepherds Bridge Lane has been damaged

      RESOLVED: LT to report to Highways

· JS noted the bench at Little Moss Close has been repaired and thanks go to Usher Joinery.

· The gate at Dow Crag has been padlocked, AH has reported this to the National Trust Property Manager.

· The next Flood Forum meeting is on 6th October and DC to attend

· AH reported pedestrians are following the brown sign to the boats above Lake Road workshops and not using the footpath

     RESOLVED: DC to arrange for the pedestrian sign to be  

     Re-sited 
	LT

DC

	7
	Report / Minutes of Outside Bodies

· Police update 

   PCSO gave an update on local incidents:- 

  28/08/10-Handbag and 2 luggage cases stolen from a car 

  parked in Yew tree tarn car park
  29/08/10- coat and hat stolen from car parked at Glen 

  Mary bridge.
  30/09/10-report of Anti-social rowdy group of people. 

  It was also reported the Streetsafe event in Little Moss was   

  successful with multi-agency presence.

  AH reported a fire in the toilets by the Tourist Information   

  Centre

  RESOLVED: DC to meet with cleaner and obtain fire   

  debris

· Local Area Partnership (LAP)

   It was agreed no money was required for capital projects  

   and noted their next meeting is 30th September at 7pm.

· Coniston & Torver Housing Group and Parish Plan 

Alastair Cameron issued a time line on Housing Projects and the next Parish Plan.  Forms are still available for the houses at Church Fields from either the Tourist Information Centre or Ann Hall.  It was noted Eden Housing will be making the final decision on who is allocated houses at Church Fields.  

Housing Surveys are in the process of being distributed to all households in Coniston and the deadline to return them is 30th September although this could be extended.  It was suggested issuing an explanation and reminder of the survey via the Community Development Centre weekly e-mail and also posters in the village.

The next Parish Plan will be a scaled down version of the previous one and carried out from October into early next year.  AC to forward a relevant demographic report from Julia Wilson of Voluntary Action Cumbria.  AH is circulating a copy of the Eden Parish Plan to Councillors.  There was discussion about the report on allocation of land and a copy is to obtained.

RESOLVED: DC and JC to assist with the Parish Plan.

· Highways

      Claire Salisbury stated Coniston Parish Council got a 

      Positive mention in Dispatches at the County Council  

      meeting about their approach to gritting. 

The request for gritting to school entrances was rejected due to cost but grit will be provided.  A request for extra grit bins should be sent directly to Keith Masser.

The footpath by Waterhead will be in-filled during the resurfacing of the area in November time.

A Better Highways Scheme commences on 6th December.  There will be 2 man teams working on a rota basis in each area of South Lakeland and Parish Councils will have direct contact with the Area Stewards who will be Co-ordinators.

The land next to the footpath at Dow How has not been cut for 2 years and this will be due to cost cuts.

Claire Salisbury explained the legal position about improving areas in icy/snowy conditions.  If reasonable action has been taken to improve the area there is no liability.  There is liability if action to improve is not reasonable.

RESOLVED: LT to e-mail Keith Masser about locations of required new grit bins and copy Claire Salisbury in and forward a map to Keith with the locations.  

     LT also to e-mail Keith Masser about the land at Dow How      

      and also to copy Claire Salisbury.
	DC

DC & JC

LT



	8
	Financial Transactions

Incoming

· £500.00 from Rawdon Smith Trust for Amenities Fund towards benches for playground

· £26.55 from Lake District National Park Authority for refund for repairs to garden gate

Outgoings

· £1.00 for Wayleave to Lake District National Park Authority

· £160.00 to EON for July & August

· £116.25 to Christmas Lights Committee for VAT refund (replacement for earlier cheque)

· £240.00 JC salary

· £60.00 HMRC PAYE payment

Direct debit mandate to EON was signed.

It was agreed the Christmas Lights would again be administered via the Coniston Parish Council.

It was suggested requesting a copy of accounts from clubs who apply to the Parish Council for funding.

RESOLVED: JC to investigate 

Audit Check

It was agreed to amend the ‘total other’ cost figure on the audit to £85,956 and submit for approval.

Bank Accounts

It was agreed to have a copy of the accounts at every meeting.

DC to have meeting with Alison Postlethwaite of Barclays Bank about the existing community accounts and how to streamline them.

Fireworks

DC requested spending approx £1200 to purchase fireworks and this will be reimbursed mainly through donations.  AH proposed this & JS seconded.
	JC

	9
	Planning Applications

Application No 7/2010/5459

Field to South of Holme Ground House, Coniston

RESOLVED: to support

Application No 7/2010/5415

Bridge House, Coniston

RESOLVED: to support as it is in keeping and there is no visual effect.
	

	10
	Correspondence

· National Survey of Charities & Social Enterprises

· CALC Big Society Invitation

· CALC Developing Your Skills

· Cumbria County Council Bus Timetable

· Cumbria County Council re Service X12 Coniston-Ulverston
	

	11
	Questions and Comments from the Public

· Mr Bateman expressed concern at the hedges on footpaths on Tilberthwaite Avenue & Lake Road

RESOLVED: to monitor

· Mr Adams commented about trees growing on the rock face by Devonshire Terrace and also overgrown vegetation by Old Furness Road

       RESOLVED: JC to write to Home Housing

· Mr Carroll mentioned the phosphate stripper on Coniston WwTw goes live in 23rd September 

· Mr Adams mentioned he’d e-mailed DC about outside Charity events taking place locally in order for the Parish to be kept up-to-date
	JC



	12
	Items for the Next Agenda

· Bekka Close. South Cumbria Rivers Trust

· Housing Needs Survey

· LAP
	

	13
	Next Meeting

· Monday 18th October 2010 7pm in the Library
	


Meeting closed at 8.59pm
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