Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Coniston Parish Council held in the Library 

on Monday 21st February 2011.

Present:
Councillors



David Coxon – Chair  (DC)
Anne Hall
      (AH)
John Stoddart
   (JS)



Caroline Langdon       (CL)    Peter Hill               (PH)          Lee Tarr            (LT)
 

Also:
3 representatives from Cumbria Police and Julia Wilson from Action with Communities in Cumbria



	Agenda Item
	
	Action By

	1
	Public Welcoming and Receipt of Matters for Debate

Chairman welcomed the public.  
	

	2
	Apologies

Janette Carroll – Clerk (holiday) 
	

	3
	Declarations of interest of members’ personal and prejudicial interests in respect of Agenda items

DC (matters relating to LDNPA), AH (matters relating to planning) and all councillors as Trustees of the Coniston Institute and Ruskin Museum.
	

	4
	Speaker

Julia Wilson, Senior Development Officer, Action with Communities in Cumbria – Community Emergency Plan for Coniston.

Gave a thorough explanation and presentation about what Coniston could do. Julia gave a handout of the presentation and has emailed details. Other communities working on a similar plan include Grasmere and Kirby in Furness.

Action: call a meeting of relevant parties then open meeting to public. LT DC CL to take this forward.


	LT DC 

CL

	5
	Reports from Outside Bodies

· Police Update

Lakes Community Sergeant  - Ken Jewell provided an update on the new structure from 7 February meaning Lakes and Ulverston are now one Neighbourhood policing team.  The Ulverston Community Sergeant will be Stuart Flett (covering Hawkshead and Coniston) with Inspector Kevin Spedding covering all areas.  More information is at www.cumbria.police.uk.

PC Terry Lindsay gave an update, reporting crime in Coniston is low and reduced further over the last 12 months.    Since January one crime reported at Ushers where some lead and copper was taken during the night, most of which was recovered nearby.  Around Coniston 2 houses have had heating oil stolen overnight from domestic tanks.  We are also looking at some reports of tampering with locks on garages, outhouses, boathouses in and around Coniston.  We anticipate some attempts to steal from cars parked in remote areas as we approach Easter.  Satnavs, laptops, mountain bikes are likely targets for thieves. 

If you see someone or something suspicious please report it on 0845 33 00 247.

PCSO Kayleigh Largue’s explained it’s Neighbourhood Policing week 21st – 27th and with PCSO Laura Jackson they have together been smart watering properties in the area for free and signing residents up to watch schemes such as Neighbourhood watch.  Anyone else interested please contact PCSO Kayleigh Largue on 0845 33 00 247 or e-mail: kayleigh.largue@cumbria.police.uk
PCSO Kayleigh Largue is teaching cycling proficiency with pupils of Coniston Primary School from Thursday 10th March, some sessions will be on the roads in the Little Moss area but signs will be put up warning motorists.

· Coniston & Crake Partnership.

Caroline gave a verbal update of her report and will be attending the next meeting at Thurston.

· Local Area Partnership (LAP)
LT PH and AH attended and gave a verbal update on the recent meeting.

· Coniston Flood Forum
Flood kits are available from the flood forum through Steve Emmet for the more vulnerable houses in the village. 

Action: DC to approach flood forum to see if money available for the sand used to fill the sandbags.

· Housing Needs Survey
Alastair Cameron provided a housing update by e-mail.


	AlDC



	6
	Approval of minutes of meetings of 17 January 2011  

Minutes approved and signed by the Chair.


	

	7
	Matters Arising from that Meeting

· Progress on Bridge Toilets 

Councillors agreed unanimously for chair to sign lease with SLDC when received. Also agreed to set up a working group to take this forward, DC AH JS.

Prices for cleaning being obtained locally.

· Letter to National Trust re housing and local Parishes affected 

Letter received approval from local Parishes and was sent to John Moffat on 9 February 2011 – awaiting response

· Village Plans for Royal Wedding on 29 April 2011 

Sports club may do something LT to confirm with Carl Walker. No other interest locally.

· Update on Highways

Next Lap will concentrate on highways.  Resurfacing issues in the village will cause problems but these are out of the control of the PC.
	DC

AH
JS



	8
	Matters Arising since those Meetings

· South Lakeland District Council – Local Development Framework Land Allocations 

No response.

· Lake District National Park letter re Ambleside Campus Supplementary Planning Document

No response.

· Co-option of New Councillor 

It was proposed by DC to invite Jeff Carroll to be a co-opted member of Coniston PC and this was seconded by LT and unanimously agreed.

Action: Jeff Carroll to be invited to next PC meeting

· NALC Royal Garden Parties Invitation

DC had put in an application.

· John Hext House & Church Fields – Official Opening 

Nothing further on this but various options are being discussed.

· Alleged breach of planning condition at Campbell House.

Planners and housing group were working on this looking forward.

· Tenders for grass cutting in 2011.

DC had spoken to Andrew Jackson (South Lakes Tree Surgeons) and it was proposed to allow Andrew to carry on with the good work they have been doing. 

Action: JC to contact Andrew to confirm.

· Painting of Parish Notice board

Bob Airey to refurbish notice board and replace Perspex in Haws Bank bus stop.
· Grant Awarding Policy 

JC produced policy, unanimously accepted.


	DC

JC

	9
	Financial Transactions
Grant Applications under s137 of Local Government Act (1992) (as amended)

· Coniston Institute                                               £550.00 

· Ruskin Museum                                                 £550.00

· Coniston Parochial Church Council                  £550.00             

Councillors authorised the following payments:-
· EON (by direct debit) 
£80.00

· Clerk’s Salary
£240.00

· HMRC
                                                                  £60.00

· Coniston Institute – Room Hire                              £32.00

· Coniston Housing Group – Room Hire                  £16.00

· South Lakeland District Council                       £2,900.00

      (Public Conveniences)

· CALC Course for Clerk                                        £29.00

· Information Commissioners Office                       £35.00

· Bob Airey                                                              £65.00
	

	10
	Planning Applications

· Halls of Coniston, Fairfield House, Tilberthwaite Avenue, Coniston – extension to create staff welfare facilities at rear of shop. 

Supported.

· The Powder Magazine, Coniston – retrospective application for domestic extension

Supported.


	

	11
	Correspondence

Councillors noted the following correspondence:-

· Letter from South Lakeland District Council re Casual Vacancy

· Letter from Coniston Parochial Church Council re annual grant

· Letter from Mr A Piper re horses at Dow How

· Letter from Lake District National Park Authority re Modification Order

· Letter from South Lakeland District Council re Overview & Scrutiny Waste Collection Review

· South Lakeland District Council Standards Committee agenda for 8 February 2011

· Letter from Coniston Institute & Ruskin Museum re grant

· Letter from Coniston Parochial Church Council re grant

· Cumbria Association of Local Councils South Lakeland District Association agenda for 3 March 2011

· High Furness Neighbourhood Forum Minutes 26 January 2011  


	

	12
	Questions and Comments from the Public

Bob Airey reported recycling area at Lake Road needed attention. 

Action: AH to contact SLDC.


	AH



	13
	Councillors’ Reports 

AH 2 lights for PH to report.

AH Brow steps to be cleaned by Steward.


	

	14
	Items for the Next Agenda

LDNPA Car park enforcement system. DC to write and PH to chair that item.


	

	15
	Next Meeting

· Monday 21st March 2011 7pm in the Library 
	


Meeting closed at 9.25pm
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