Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Coniston Parish Council held in the Library 

on Monday 21st March 2011.

Present:
Councillors



David Coxon – Chair  (DC)
Anne Hall
      (AH)
John Stoddart
   (JS)



Caroline Langdon       (CL)    Peter Hill               (PH)          Lee Tarr            (LT)




Janette Carroll – Clerk (JCC)

Also:
PCSO Kayleigh Largue, Steve Emmett and Jeff Carroll 



	Agenda Item
	
	Action By

	1
	Public Welcoming and Receipt of Matters for Debate

Chairman welcomed the public.  
	

	2
	Apologies

Claire Salisbury and Derek Adams 
	

	3
	Declarations of interest of members’ personal and prejudicial interests in respect of Agenda items

DC (matters relating to LDNPA), AH (matters relating to planning) and all councillors as Trustees of the Coniston Institute and Ruskin Museum.
	

	4
	Reports from Outside Bodies

· Police Update

Kayleigh reported there has been no crime since the last meeting.  Speeding checks have been carried out in the area some using unmarked cars.  A mobile unit will be at Torver and Satterthwaite at specific dates over the next three months to engage with the community.

· Coniston & Crake Partnership.

CL gave a verbal update of her report and the minutes will be circulated.  

RESOLVED: JCC to contact Parish Newsletter to include phosphate leaflet in May edition with Parish Council Annual Report.  Parish Council to offer to sponsor May edition of newsletter
· Coniston Flood Forum
Steve Emmett gave an update following the multi agency meeting on 9 March which was a positive meeting.  The Environment Agency are looking to revisit Church Beck annually with a view to removing material from the beck and sites are being investigated on where to put the material which will be contaminated with copper.  The Environment Agency have agreed to do work on Yewdale Beck.  The problem with the Methodist Church drain has been resolved.   A map of drains in the village is in progress.  

There are sections at the side of the Walna Scar road where the overgrowth is preventing water going into the beck.

RESOLVED: LT to contact Highways

If Parishioners are experiencing problems getting home and contents insurance due to flooding problems Steve Emmett can be contacted for assistance.

RESOLVED: JCC to include these details in the next quarterly report.

The next multi agency meeting is on 12 October.

· Housing Needs Survey
Alastair Cameron provided a housing update by e-mail.  The Church Fields project is completed and the next project will be looking at assisting self builds in Coniston.


	JCC

LT

JCC



	6
	Approval of minutes of meetings of 21 February 2011  

Minutes approved and signed by the Chair.


	

	7
	Matters Arising from that Meeting

· Co-option of Councillor

Jeff Carroll agreed to be co-opted as Councillor and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  The Registration of Financial and other Interests form was passed to him to complete and a Code of Conduct will be e-mailed.

· Community Emergency Plan 

CL is working on the plan and will have a public meeting in the future to develop it.

· National Trust & Housing  

No reply has been received from John Moffat 

RESOLVED: Wait 10 more days for a response then DC to contact John Moffat.

· Bus Shelters

Councillors approved Bob Airey to spend additional time and equipment repairing the bus shelter.
	DC

	8
	Matters Arising since those Meetings

· Lake District National Park Authority Car Park Enforcement System

PH chaired this item.

DC gave update on the number plate recognition enforcement system coming into effect in Coniston from May.  

For more information contact DC or 01539 792612.

DC resumed as chair

· Bridge Toilets Lease

DC is attending a meeting at South Lakeland District Council on 24 March and signing of the lease will be postponed until then.  It was questioned if the weighing machines were worth keeping.  Consideration should be given to the installation of a baby changing unit.

RESOLVED:

AH to contact Kendal College about refurbishing toilets

JS to investigate contribution boxes for the toilets

JCC to contact Davenport & Scott Solicitors for a quote for reviewing the lease

· Letter from Governors of John Ruskin School re applying for academy status 

RESOLVED:  JCC to respond explaining Council respects decision of Governors and will provide any necessary support.  Governors to be invited to attend next Parish Council meeting.

· Draft Annual Report

RESOLVED: Councillors to e-mail Clerk with any amendments / comments by next Friday 1 April.
· Internal Audit 

Councillors reviewed the effectiveness of internal audit and considered its Scope, Independence, Competence, Relationship, Planning / Reporting.

RESOLVED: JCC to contact one of the suggested names to appoint an internal auditor

Risk Assessment table was reviewed by Councillors and any additions are to be e-mailed to the Clerk.

Asset Register was considered by the Council.

RESOLVED: 
LT to confirm playground equipment

PH to confirm street lights

JS to confirm seats

· Resurfacing

Councillors discussed recent resurfacing work.

RESOLVED: JCC to write to Highways stating the tarmac surface in the village is poor and breaking up and the Council have concerns about the quality of the tarmac.  Additionally, a wall at Bowmanstead has been damaged by one of the Cumbria Highways lorries.  The white lining in the village has not been reinstated at key junctions.

Misleading signs at Clappersgate during the roadworks stating the road was closed were misleading and should be reported to Highways Hotline.
	AH

JS

JCC

JCC

ALL

JCC

LT

PH

JS

JCC

	9
	Financial Transactions
Councillors acknowledged receipt of:-

· Christmas Lights Committee                             £750.00 

· Bonfire Committee                                            £970.00

Councillors authorised the following payments:-
· EON (by direct debit) 
£80.00

· Clerk’s Salary
£240.00

· HMRC
                                                                  £60.00

· Clerk’s Expenses                                                  £154.12

· CALC (Clerk’s courses )                                      £129.00

· DCM Electrical Installations Ltd                         £750.00

· LDNPA (2 picnic benches)                                  £600.00


	

	10
	Planning Applications

None received 


	

	11
	Correspondence

Councillors noted the following correspondence:-

· Letter from Coniston PCC receipt of grant

· Notice of Grant of Planning Permission Beck Side Cottage Haws Bank

· Notice of Grant of Planning Permission John Ruskin School

· Letter from VJ Walker re painting & decorating services

· South Lakeland District Council Meeting Agenda for 22 February 2011 

· BDO Audit Briefing

· High Furness Neighbourhood Forum agenda for 8 March 2011 

· Letter from Coniston Institute & Ruskin Museum receipt of grant 

· Cumbria Community Foundation Charity Challenge

· Information Commissioner’s Office Confirmation of Changes to Entry

· Letter from South Lakeland District Council notice of referendum


	

	12
	Questions and Comments from the Public

None
	

	13
	Councillors’ Reports 

JS

· Raised concerns about the tree in the playground

RESOLVED: LT, DC & JS to have a meeting on Thursday evening at the playground

· Raised concerns about a hole in the footpath at Bowmanstead

RESOLVED: DC to contact LDNPA

· It’s noted horses are still using Dow How footpath

AH

· Parish Plan was last done in 2004 and requires updating

· Informed the Council allotments may be available for residents of Church Fields.

PH

· Requested advice about a street lamp neither Cumbria County Council nor Amey would take responsibility for

RESOLVED: PH to ask Bob Airey to assess if the bulb can easily be changed


	

	14
	Items for the Next Agenda

Parish Walk

Parish Plan

LT apologies
	

	15
	Next Meeting

· Monday 18th April 2011 7pm in the Library 
	


Meeting closed at 8.45pm
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