Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at

7pm on Monday, 18" August 2025

Present: Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, J Butcher, D Adams, L Dixon, and R
McCracken
Clerk: M Dearnley
Other: C Barr, D Johnson, S Raven, and G Davies
Minute Action
Number By
Apologies
287/2025 | RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Councillor Lea.
288/2025 | Requests for Dispensations.
None.
289/2025 | Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items
Councillor Adams declared and interest as a member of Coniston Mountain
Rescue Support Group.
Minutes
290/2025 | AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 215! July were accepted as a
true and accurate record.
291/2025 | Matters Arising
None.
292/2025 | Public Participation

Clir Pender reported that her priorities include:

e Coniston Medical Centre

e Public Space Protection Orders. These are a tool to manage fly
camping, littering, fires, and other anti-social behaviours are being
piloted. on National Trust land. There is a major consultation being
undertaken, and the Parish Council is asked to consider responding.

¢ Improved communication and co-ordination relating to road closures,
including event co-ordination and management. Councillor McCracken
suggested the introduction of ‘congestion charging.’

e Of particular note was the proposed closure of the M6 for extensive
roadworks and bridge replacement.

Lake District National Park:
No report.
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National Trust:

No report

Coniston Business Forum:

No report.

293/2025 | Comments and Representations from members of the public in relation to any

item on the agenda.

Mr Davies addressed the meeting in relation to the planning application

7/2025/5424. He raised issues relating to application’s increased lighting and its

impact on wildlife, as well as the noise and other potential .nuisance that might

accompany several hot tubs in a small area.

Planning Applications

Reference: 7/2025/5424

Location: Land adjacent to Dixon Ground Farm, Coniston

Proposal: Siting of 4 shepherd's huts for use as holiday letting
accommodation variation of conditions 2, 4, 7, 8 and 9 on
planning permission 7/2021/5151 - amendment to position of
shepherds huts, hot tub for each hut, additional landscaping and
external lighting

294/2025 | RESOLVED: Object

Reference: 7/2025/5165

Location: Land at Lands Field, Yewdale Road, Coniston

Proposal: Construction of privately funded NHS doctors’ surgery with two
local occupancy apartments above (outline application with all
matters reserved)

295/2025 | RESOLVED: Support subject to conditions that before development starts
contracts be in place (1) with a registered social landlord
regarding the social housing, and (2) a provider of GP services
regarding the surgery.

Reference: 7/2025/5414

Location: Linear route along unnamed track near Coniston

Proposal: Proposed upgrade of fibre optic infrastructure comprising the
installation of ducting and underground chambers

296/2025 | RESOLVED: No Response

Reference: 7/2025/5410

Location: Lane Head, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8AA

Proposal: Extension and alterations to an existing treatment studio, with
improvement of the surrounding grounds including a shed and
raised terrace

297/2025 | RESOLVED: Object

Reference: 7/2025/5400

Location: Old Furness Road, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8HU

Proposal: New build Mountain Rescue Base following demolition of existing
base

298/2025 | RESOLVED: Support
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299/2025 | NOTE: The following grant enforcement notice
Reference:  E/2023/0194
Location: Land at Hills Garage, Broughton Road, Coniston, LA21 8HQ
Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership
300/2025 | NOTED: The annual playground safety inspection report was discussed. There MD
are no urgent matters, but several issues that need to be addressed e.g.
potential finger traps on the gates, the sharp edge of the bug hotel roof. Clerk to
liaise with the Lengthsman.
Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets
301/2025 | NOTED: The Clerk reported that the old fixed-rate energy contracts for the
toilets and streetlights which had been negotiated four years ago had come to
an end in the spring and that the new contract, although the best that the broker
could find, will result in higher energy bills by the end of the financial year.
Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues
302/2025 | RESOLVED: That the Clerk:
e A number of properties have hedges, trees and other vegetation MD
encroaching on the pavement and road. The Clerk was instructed to
write to the landowners to ask that they cut these back to increase
highway safety for pedestrians and vehicles alike.
e Councillor Butcher came across a government funded scheme to replace MD
older septic tanks seemingly free of charge. The Clerk will advertise this
scheme more widely so that residents in Coniston and other local
parishes can investigate whether they can take advantage of this.
e The Clerk will recontact Highways, escalating to complaint if necessary, MD
to ask that they review the signage on The Banks.
¢ National Park to be informed that the sign at the top of Lake Road MD
directing visitors to the lake needs to be refreshed.
o Jeff Carroll has highlighted the increasingly poor and dangerous MD
condition of Walna Scar Road. The Clerk was instructed to copy
Councillor Pender into the issue.
¢ A ‘no parking’ road marking has not been reinstated at the end of the MD
path running alongside Church Beck toward the Boating Centre. The
Clerk to report to Highways.
¢ The ivy covering a large area of the bus shelter will be removed to MD/TC
expose any remedial building work that might be required to make it
good.
Climate, Nature, and Community
303/2025 | NOTED: The following matters:
¢ Helen Glaister, who runs the community lunches that are held at the MD
Coniston Institute from autumn to late spring each year, is stepping
down. The meeting discussed how to go about finding a replacement for
her to ensure that such a valued institution can be continued.
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e Carol Barr addressed the meeting in relation to the Coniston Carers. The
Trustees of Coniston Carers had announced that the organisation would
close on the 315 October 2025. This is an organisation praised for the
vitally important care and support it offers to local people in Coniston,
Hawkshead and Torver. As a result of the imminent intended date of
closure intervention to ensure the organisation remains in operation was
time sensitive.

Carol had researched the founding documents for the organisation; it was
clear that a process would need to be followed if the company were to
close, however, this process would also give the community the
opportunity to identify a different future that saw it continuing beyond 315t
October 2025.

Mrs Barr will hold a meeting with the existing trustees and the Parish
Council and wider community are invited to take an active part in this
Process.

Councillor Coward will work with Mrs Barr to convene a meeting and to

identify a way forward. TC
Emergency Planning
304/2025 | NOTED: The Environment Agency noted the low registration for its automated MD
flood alert service. This is to be brought to the attention of residents and
businesses.
305/2025 | NOTED: A meeting of the Coniston Emergency Planning Group will be held to TC
determine how to recruit volunteers to help in the event of an emergency, and
how to distribute the emergency planning leaflets in late September/early
October.
306/2025 | Councillor Matters
Councillors Dixon and McCracken will lead on the establishment of a Community
Orchard on land controlled by Coniston Primary School.
Councillor Butcher suggested purchasing a microphone to make the use of
Microsoft Teams and other video conferencing more efficient.
Councillor Adams requested that minutes by provided earlier. The meeting
discussed the matter and voted overwhelmingly to maintain the existing system
of publicising the minutes alongside the agenda in accordance with the
regulatory standard.
Financial Matters
307/2025 | NOTED: The following receipts:
»= Bill Emerson (Donation — Kate’s Bench) £1,035.35
= Nayax (Public Toilet) £259.63
308/2025 | RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts
= M Dearnley (Clerk) £603.20
= M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance) £20.00
= T Coates (Lengthsman — April) £396.00
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= Engie Power £128.86
= Engie Power £311.91
= Jigsaw (Cleaning) £537.91
= Jigsaw (Materials) £89.89
=  Water Plus £74.79
=  Coniston Women’s Institute
(Community Pantry/Food Club) £1,264.78
309/2025 | NOTED: The first quarter accounts 2025/26
310/2025 | NOTED: The completion of Annual Governance and Accountability Return
2024/25
311/2025 | NOTED: The nationally agreed pay settlement for local government employees.
312/2025 | Correspondence

e Business Improvement District for Ulverston —
declaration of result

e Brilliant Barrow Summer of Fun programme unveiled

e Event to bring together Armed Forces community

e Chief Executive of Westmorland and Furness Council
announces her retirement

e Council welcomes the voices of Cumbrian citizens in
tackling climate change

e Council Leader welcomes joint approach to tackling
Lakes anti-social behaviour

e Council congratulates inspirational Barrow Lioness
Georgia

e Dock Museum celebrates major award win and glowing

Westmorland VisitEngland feedback

and Furness | ¢ New support for Armed Forces families
Council e Free event celebrates new North Walney active travel
route

¢ Next steps for Barrow town centre transformation
proposals

e Council to fly the flag for 80th anniversary of VJ Day

e Free Summer Football Returns for Barrow’s young
people

¢ Council funding powers community-led climate action
during Great Big Green Week

o Work begins to create community nature hub

¢ Walking in the footsteps of the Windermere Children

¢ Council calls for views on proposed amendments of

Public Space Protection Orders

Shaping the next stage in the development of The Coro

Agenda 315 July 2025

TPC Flooding Strategy

Draft Minutes 25™ July 2025

Draft Minutes 25" July 2025 including amendments
Temporary Road Closure - A593 Torver - 19th August
2025

Bull Haw Moss

Torver Parish
Council

e Social event news
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Friends of the
X112

Bus update

Lake District
National Park

High Hall Garth, Little Langdale, Ambleside, LA22 ONT
7/2055/5361

Authority
Rural Services | ¢ Weekly News — 23 July 2025, 30" July, 6" August, 13"
Network August
National
Association of | ¢ NACO Newsletter 21 July 2025
Civil Officers
VJ Day e VJ Day 80 - Far East Prisoners of War
e VJ Day 80 - One week to go
Hawkshead

Parish Council

Minutes 15" July meeting

South
Lakeland Area
Support

SPARK Community Energy Feasibility Study EOI with
Locality Areas

Connecting Cumbria Newsletter July 2025

Skills Bootcamp - Skills Data Gather

Crisis Support Scheme - Help for Residents in Crisis —
Fuel Vouchers & More

PFCC Property fund. Opens 8th September 2025

National Trust

NT Strategy and Restructure

Clir S Pender

M6 Lune Gorge & J38 update

National Highways - A66 Northern Trans-Pennine
Project — Update

Reaching out for assistance — the need for co-ordinated
road closures.

CALC

Partnership Press - Summer 2025

Cumbria
Constabulary

July 2025 - Ulverston, Low Furness, High Furness &
Grange
July 2025 - Lakes & Lakes Rural

ngr:rcljztcliin e Cumbria Community Foundation August newsletter
A Sutherland,
Grizedale Arts | ° Ice cream van

313/2025

Next Meeting vitally

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 15"
September 2025 in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.

The meeting closed at 8:53pm

Signed & Approved by (Chair)
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