Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council

held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at

Present:

7pm on Monday, 15" September 2025

Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, J Butcher, L Dixon, and L Lea
Clerk: M Dearnley

Minute
Number

Action
By

314/2025

Apologies

RESOLVED: To accept apologies from Councillors Adams and McCracken.

315/2025

Requests for Dispensations.

None.

316/2025

Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items

None.

317/2025

Minutes

AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 18" August were accepted
as a true and accurate record.

318/2025

Matters Arising

None.

319/2025

Public Participation

Clir Pender reported that her priorities include:

e Devolution to be voted on by Westmorland and Furness Council.
Although there was some marginal benefit e.g. a more strategic
approach to transport planning, some initial additional funding it was
clear that this would be a financial burden on the Council Taxpayer
without a clear benefit that would make the additional administration
worthwhile.

o ltis likely that the Ward boundary review will separate Coniston and
Hawkshead, instead it will be linked with parishes to the south including
Broughton and Askham.

National Trust:

e The Trust seeks feedback on the Area Action Plans at Cathedral Cavern.
e Accommodation:
o 3 High Waterhead Cottage has been returned to the Trust.
Refurbishment will take place over winter.
o Far End House and Low Hallgarth. Refurbishment specification to be
reviewed to enable the Trust to be able to afford work to commence.
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320/2025

o High Hallgarth. Property being let to new tenants at High Oxenfell
Farm.

Comments and Representations from members of the public in relation to any
item on the agenda.

None.

321/2025

Planning Applications

Reference: 7/2025/5392

Location: Yewdale Inn, 2 Yewdale Road, Coniston, LA21 8DU

Proposal: Kitchen improvements including installation of plant and
equipment

RESOLVED: Object

322/2025

Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership

NOTED: The Chair observed how well the WI’s raised beds had established
themselves during the year. These will be cut back later in the season when all
sources of food have been exhausted by wildlife.

The wildflower area was discussed. Coniston Ground Care will cut the foliage
back later in the month, but leave the cuttings to set seed for a fortnight
afterward. The Clerk will purchase additional wildflower seed to boost flowering
next year.

MD

323/2025

Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets

NOTED: In order to better manage the energy cost at the public toilets the
Clerk will explore whether motion operated lights might generate cost savings.

MD

324/2025

Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues

RESOLVED: That the Clerk:

¢ A member of the public has raised an issue with the sign erected by the
cattle grid on Coppermines Lake. This is being dealt with by the Rights
of Way Officer at the Lake District National Park. There is a potential
Freedom of Information request that will be looked into by the Clerk.

e Hawkshead Old Road remains one of the worst maintained roads in the
parish. This has been repeatedly reported to Westmorland and Furness
Council. Councillor Pender asked for references to be forwarded to her
so that she can chase up Highways to ensure that the matter is being
given serious consideration. Councillor Dixon provided the reference.

e The Clerk reported that the Lengthsman has been busy removing ivy
from the bus shelter and making good repairs to the roof, working on the
playground, and repairing and restoring benches. The Clerk was asked
to investigate whether it might be fruitful for the Lengthsman to have an
apprentice.

e The Clerk reported on a number of issues that have been resolved or are
being actively pursued:

MD

MD
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o The streetlamp damaged in a road traffic collision in Haws Bank has
been removed, clerk pursuing assurances that it will be replaced.

o The road to the east of the lake has been inspected by Highways, it
was found to be in much clearer condition than earlier in the year.

o Highways have proposed meeting to discuss the road signage on
The Banks to ensure that it is suitable for the needs of residents and
other road users.

o The Banks is due to have some remedial work undertaken to clear it
of debris.

o The condition of the road at Old Furness Road has been actively
pursued by Jeff Carrol, he is meeting with Highways to discuss an
appropriate course of action.

MD

325/2025

Climate, Nature, and Community

NOTED: The following matters:

A tour of the water treatment plant, including its newer facilities, will be
held in September

The National Park’s Heritage list shall be circulated on Facebook to
enable residents to highlight those properties that are significant in the
local area.

The potential orchard area at Coniston Primary School is a viable option,
however, the school have asked that the Parish Council confirm who
owns and has the right to determine how it is used.

The meeting noted the circulation of a document which details the
occupancy restrictions applying to properties in Coniston and Torver.
The meeting noted the desirability of reviewing the existing Coniston
Community Plan. This shall be discussed in more detail at the November
meeting.

Coniston Carers, it was noted that there will be a public meeting on 23™
September to discuss the future of the organisation.

The speed camera set up by Cumbria Constabulary on the A593 in Haws
Bank demonstrated that drivers are routinely speeding when travelling
southward, but only just compliant whilst travelling northward. This might
have been influenced by the fact that the speed camera was far more
visible to those travelling northward. This is a matter that Cumbria
Constabulary will refer to Roadwatch.

The Parish Council has secured a £5,000 grant. This will be spent on
maps at the entry points to the village: Ruskin Avenue Car Park/Tourist
Information Centre, Lands Field Car Park and possibly the Coniston
Sports and Social Centre.

There will be a consultation led by Action For Cumbria to before the next
Parish Council meeting, to feed into the National Park’s Local Plan
review.

MD

MD

326/2025

Emergency Planning

NOTED: Leaflets are to be circulated. It was determined that the Parish Council
would take a lead in the village and Haws Bank and that the rest of the Parish
might involve other organisations involved in emergency planning.

MD

Consultation

Coniston Byelaw Exemption: Records Week 2027 to 2030.
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327/2025

328/2025

RESOLVED: Support

Grizedale Stages Rally temporary closure of rights of way 6" December 2025
RESOLVED: Support

329/2025

330/2025

Parish Councillor Training
NOTED: The Clerk to conduct an audit of Parish Councillor training attended.
NOTED: The Clerk brought the upcoming training opportunity ‘Standards of

Conduct for Elected Members in Town and Parish meetings’ to the attention of
those present at the meeting.

ALL

331/2025

Councillor Matters

Councillor Coward reported that Willy Watson would be retiring from his on-call
role at Coniston Fire Station on the 30" September. It was agreed that the
Chair would present him with a Community Star award for his many years of
service.

Councillor Lea reported that the Integrated Care Board has not been
communicative regarding the future of the surgery. Tim Farron had been in
contact recently and he is going to put the ICB under pressure to move matter
forward my dynamically.

In response to a request from Members, the Clerk will purchase a microphone to
make meetings involving Microsoft Teams, Zoom and other online conferencing
tools more effective.

TC

MD

332/2025

333/2025

Financial Matters

NOTED: The following receipts:
= Nayax (Public Toilet) £352.20

RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts

= M Dearnley (Clerk) £603.20
M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance) £20.00
M Dearnley (Reimbursemnet — Microsoft 365 subs) £104.99
T Coates (Lengthsman — April) £180.00
Engie Power £112.30
Jigsaw (Cleaning) £537.91
Optech (streetlight repair) £240.00
ROSPA Playsafe (Playground inspection) £120.00
Fiona Ebbs £175.00

334/2025

Correspondence

A Level results improve in Westmorland and Furness
Flags raised across the area to honour VJ Day 80
Council opening hours for Summer Bank Holiday
Cumbria Local Nature Recovery Strategy Newsletter —
Summer

¢ Helping young people access education: Travel
Bursary now open

Westmorland
and Furness
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“Be Wise, Immunise” - Councils hosting drop-in vaccine
information events

Ulverston sport and leisure plans

Baton of Hope to tour Cumbria as part of national
suicide awareness campaign

Breaking down barriers to employment

£11.8 million boost to help Cumbrian homes stay warm
and cut energy bills

Cumbria Pension Fund shortlisted for two national
awards

Westmorland and Furness Libraries to host 1920s
Murder Mystery events in September

Temporary Road Closure - B5285 Coniston

Cabinet to make decision on future of waste and
recycling collections

Flags hoisted to thank seafarers on Merchant Navy
Day

Leader's response to PFCC on fly-camping and PSPOs
Community cohesion issues impacting Westmorland
and Furness

Cumbria unveils its first ever Community Flag at
Carlisle Cathedral

Town and Parish Council Update - W&F Waste Change
Programme (A Jones)

Council agrees new harmonised waste and recycling
collections

Community drop-in sessions planned for Windermere
Gateway

Festival of Built Heritage returns to celebrate history of
Westmorland and Furness

Council invites views on Penrith Cemetery to help
shape future improvements

Getting more people of all abilities onto bikes

M6 Lune Gorge scheme - upcoming works and
diversion route
A593 - Clappersgate to Green Coppice, Skelwith

ClIr Suzanne Bridge — road closure
Pender Slower train speeds through Grange-over-Sands
Gritting of the Lake Road for access to Coniston JR
School
Coronation Hall Community Engagement
Carol Barr Coniston Carers
R”ﬁ'etsvig‘r’l'fes Newsletter 20.8.25, 27.8.25, 3.9.25, 10.9.25
Seonag
Porter/National Wray Castle Restoration Project
Trust
Glyn Davies Planning Application 7/2025/5165
Fraud Prevention Newsletter - August 2025
Cumbria August 2025 - Ulverston, Low Furness, High Furness &

Constabulary

Grange
August 2025 - Lakes & Lakes Rural
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Torver Parish | e Draft Agenda 4" September 2025
Council e Minutes 4" September 2025
Lityhium-ion
batteries e September update
campaign
Kathryn Dixon | ¢ Tim Farron MP Summer Tour 2025

335/2025 | Next Meeting vitally

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 20" October
2025 in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.

The meeting closed at 8:53pm

Date Signed & Approved by (Chair)
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