Coniston Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Coniston Parish Council
held at the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute, Coniston at
7pm on Monday, 20" October 2025

Present: Councillors: T Coward, J Buller, J Butcher, L Dixon, D Adams, R McCracken,
and L Lea
Clerk: M Dearnley

Members of the Public: 6

Minute Action
Number By

Apologies

336/2025 | None.

337/2025 | Requests for Dispensations.

None.

338/2025 | Declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests in respect of Agenda items

No pecuniary interests, however, there were non-material interests:

e Councillor R McCracken knows the planning applicants in relation to
7/2025/5498, and is a member of an organisation that might have made a
separate independent representation in relation to a planning application.

e Councillor L Dixon, is employed as a contractor by the planning applicants
7/2025/5498

e Councillor L Lea, is a volunteer at the Coniston Institute and Ruskin Museum

e Councillor T Coward, owns a holiday let managed by the planning applicant
7/2025/5489

Minutes

339/2025 | AGREED: The minutes of the meetings held on the 15" September were
accepted as a true and accurate record.

340/2025 | Matters Arising

None.

341/2025 | Public Participation

Clir Pender reported that her priorities include:
e Westmorland and Furness Council voted in favour of devolution.
Consequently, there will be an election in May 2027 for a Mayor.
e Community Governance Review is being undertaken. Councillor Pender
urged parish councils to engage with the process.
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e Councillor Coward and Pender undertook a tour of the Waste Water
Processing Plant to see the £6,000,000 which has already been invested
in upgrading water treatment facilities in Coniston and Torver.

e Winter gritting coverage has been extended to include Lake Road to
ensure school buses are able to serve the school.

e Bluebird K7 being seen back on Coniston Water is a positive, but there is
considerable need to mitigate potential problems, including those
identified by John Ruskin School.

Lake District National Park

No report.

National Trust:
e The Trust seeks feedback on the Area Action Plans at Cathedral Cavern.
e Accommodation:
o 3 High Waterhead Cottage is due to be ready for reletting by
Christmas 2025
o Far End House and Low Hallgarth. Funding is being sought to
commence refurbishment.
o High Hallgarth. Property being let to new tenants at High Oxenfell
Farm.
o Busk House has been relet.
e Councillor McCracken noted how supportive the National Trust had been
of the development of the Coniston to Hawkshead walking route.

Coniston Business Forum

Councillors Buller and Butcher mentioned that there had been a meeting held
recently. Mrs Hodgson, as Secretary to the Forum, gave a verbal update.

342/2025 | Comments and Representations from members of the public in relation to any
item on the agenda.
Representations were made in respect of both planning applications being
considered as well as the proposed byelaw exemption on Coniston Water.
Planning Applications
Reference:  7/2025/5489
Location: Building at Dixon Ground Farm, Coniston, LA21 8HQ
Proposal: Erection of building for staff accommodation and laundry facility
following demolition of existing building
343/2025 | RESOLVED: Support
Reference:  7/2025/5498
Location: Barn adjacent to Hill Top, Coniston, LA21 8AR
Proposal: Change of Use of Building to Domestic Storage and Ancillary
Accommodation (Granny Annex) to Stone Leys, Haws Bank,
Coniston
344/2025 | RESOLVED: Support
345/2025 | NOTED: The grant of planning permission in relation to the following
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planning application
Reference:  7/2025/5400
Location: Old Furness Road, Coniston, Cumbria, LA21 8HU
Proposal: New build Mountain Rescue Base following demolition of existing
base
Lake Road Playground and the Climate and Nature Partnership
346/2025 | NOTED: The ground maintenance contract will be coming up for renewal over MD
the winter months in preparation for 2026/27.
347/2025 | NOTED: The initial playground consultation exercise will be conducted before MD
Christmas in preparation for formal tendering in January and award of
contract to enable installation in early spring 2026.
Church Beck Bridge Public Toilets
348/2025 | NOTED: The toilet cleaning contract will be coming up for renewal over the MD
winter months in preparation for 2026/27.
Highways, Parking, Maintenance, and Lengthsman Issues
349/2025 | RESOLVED: That the Clerk:
e Is working to arrange a meeting between residents of The Banks and MD
Highways in order to better sign the roads and reduce the incidence of
delivery vehicles becoming stuck.
e There was a report of Japanese knotweed on the land owned by the MD
National Park on The Banks. The clerk to report to the National Park
Authority.
e To contact Highways regarding the need for the pedestrian bridge over MD
Church Beck to have its surface repaired.
e The Lengthsman to contact Clir Adams to identify and address TC
vegetation overhanging highways on The Banks.
Climate, Nature, and Community
350/2025 | NOTED: The following matters:
e The Local Government Boundary Commission for recommendation that
the proposed ward boundary be adjusted to ensure Coniston and
Hawkshead Parishes remain in the same ward.
e The commencement of a Community Governance Review for parishes in
Westmorland and Furness. The meeting determined that it did not intend
to make a submission regarding the future boundaries of the parish, or
any potential amalgamations of existing parishes.
e The submission of a grant application to support portable appliance
testing for the elderly and vulnerable.
e The Community Plan questionnaire is to be reviewed. JBut
Emergency Planning
351/2025 | NOTED: Leaflets are in the process of being circulated. A meeting of the
Emergency Planning Group is to be held on Wednesday, 22" November.
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Consultation
Coniston Byelaw Exemption request for the Coniston Institute and Ruskin
Museum to run Bluebird K7 and potentially Bluebird K3 on Coniston Water,
between Sunday, 10" and Sunday 17" May 2026.
352/2025 | RESOLVED: Support. Response to be composed by the Clerk and Chair TC MD
Empty Homes
353/2025 | Lorraine Dawson, Empty Homes Officer for Westmorland and Furness Council
introduced her role and how the Parish Council and local community can work
with her to minimise unnecessarily empty properties.
354/2025 | Declaration of Interest
Councillors Lea and Butcher reported on a recent training session. This
recommended increased precision in reporting and recording potential
declarations of interest.
355/2025 | Councillor Matters
Councillor Coward reported on a letter from Tim Farron MP that provided an
update in relation to the future of a medical practice in the village.
The Coniston Carers meeting was well attended and resulted in a new board of
directors and members.
The Chair had presented an award for 37 years service at the Coniston Fire
Station to Willy Watson.
It was noted that the defibrillator at the Fire Station was missing.
Financial Matters
356/2025 | NOTED: The following receipts:
= Nayax (Public Toilet) £725.09
=  Westmorland and Furness (Playground Contribution) £10,000.00
= Bank Interest £323.93
357/2025 | RESOLVED: To authorise payment of the following accounts
= M Dearnley (Clerk) £737.60
= M Dearnley (Home Working Allowance) £20.00
= T Coates (Lengthsman) £599.01
= Engie Power (DD) £112.65
» Jigsaw (Cleaning) £520.96
» Teknik (laptop software update) £125.00
= M Dearnley (Reimbursement — Wildflower seeds) £94.99
= T Coward (Reimbursement — Community Award) £27.95
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358/2025

Correspondence

Westmorland
and Furness
Council

Let’s ‘GO EV! EV open day, Kendal

North West Clean Power Report

Barrow prepares for the visit of King Charles

The King’s visit marked the celebration of Barrow’s
Port being granted Royal status

Councillors prepare to make devolution decision
Partnership tackles young people in Eden who are Not
in Employment, Education or Training

Pre-Notification Consultation for Proposed Pole
Installations in National Landscapes (AONB)

Council partners with SSAFA to support Armed Forces
community

Foil in love with recycling this Recycle Week

Council welcomes record intake of apprentices
Scrutiny committee calls for full public consultation on
Furness General Hospital intensive care plans

Council contract award for a Revenues and Benefits
system to generate savings

Council’s Cabinet ‘minded to’ consent to devolution
Annual shop vacancy count

Six New Deputy Lieutenants Appointed in Cumbria
YELLOW WARNING: Very strong winds expected
across Westmorland and Furness

Council housing tenants encouraged to shape
engagement proposals

Hundreds share thoughts on Coronation Hall’'s future
Community Governance Review - impact on Election
Timings

Council hosting free forum for Westmorland and
Furness landlords and managing agents

Council announces new grant funding for organisations
supporting the voluntary sector

Weather Warning: Storm Amy

STATEMENT: Manchester synagogue attack

Design options work on Roose library service
Westmorland and Furness residents urged to prepare
for winter

Dealers and exhibitors confirmed for Westmorland and
Furness EV open day

20mph schemes are making communities safer
Appointment of new Chief Executive

Councillors endorse ‘minded to’ consent to devolution
Council stands against hate in Westmorland and
Furness communities

Team Barrow helps launch business support directory
Notification of Community Conversation: Draft Taxi
Policy

Community Governance Review report

Town & Parish Council Neighbourhood Pledge Meeting
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Coniston

Business Agenda and minutes 24" September 2025
Forum
Rural Support Newsletter 24" September, 15t October, 8" October
Network ’ ’
Fraud Prevention Newsletter - September 2025
Cumbria September 2025 - The Lakes & Lakes Rural
Constabulary September 2025 - Ulverston, Low Furness, High Furness &
Grange
Steve Allen Wall repairs, Station Road
Local
Gg:;ﬁ:]rggfynt Westmorland gnd Furness Ward Boundary Review - Final
Commission Recommendations
for England

Lake District
National Park

Invitation for parish councillors to attend cluster meetings
Lake Views and News

Coniston Water byelaws 2020 — consultation on the Bluebirg
K7 and potential Bluebird K3 exemption application

The Great Run

13 Valleys Ultra

Company
cuchard Record Week 2025
Frler;(d1s1;f the Bus update
A593 - Clappersgate to Green Coppice, Skelwith Bridge -
Cllr Suzanne ROAD CLOSURE
Pender Electoral Review of Westmorland and Furness - Final
Recommendations
Hyperfast GB Hawkshead Drop-in Session, 21st November
Coniston
Water Meeting, 22" October
Association

359/2025

Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7pm on Monday, 17"
November 2025 in the Reading Room of the Coniston Institute.

The meeting closed at 8:47pm

Signed & Approved by (Chair)
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